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PHIL 112 Art and Morality      Clark University Fall 2016 

Are there immoral works of art? What makes them immoral? Can art positively or negatively influence 
our actions and character? If a work is morally problematic, does that diminish its aesthetic value, that 
is does the moral defect make it a lesser work of art? What is propaganda and what is morally 
problematic about propaganda? This class offers a philosophical discussion of both moral theories and 
theories of art with the goal of understanding the relationship between art and morality. We will draw 
on both historical sources (from Ancient Greece to the Modern Period) and contemporary texts. While 
discussing different theories, we will continuously apply them to examples from the arts, the media, 
and the political sphere. I encourage you to bring in your own examples. This class fulfills the Value 
Perspective PLS requirement.  

Logistics 

Meetings: Mondays and Wednesdays noon-01:15PM, location TBA 

My email: wdeimling@clarku.edu 

Office hours: Tuesdays 2-4PM and by appointment 

Readings/Course Website 

All readings will be posted on the Moodle (https://moodle.clarku.edu) site for PHIL 112. Please bring a 
copy of the text to our class meetings since we will often be working closely with the text.  

Assignments 

Reading questions. At the beginning of roughly one class session per week you will be asked to hand in 
a question about the reading. The question should be accompanied by a brief explanation of why the 
question arises. They will serve as a starting point for our class discussion. They will also help me keep 
track of your understanding of the material and of how interests in different topics develop over the 
course of the semester. There will be a total of 10 reading questions for you to hand in. Half of the class 
will be assigned to hand them in on Mondays and the other half of the class will be assigned to hand 
them in on Wednesdays. On days when you have a paper due you will not be asked to hand in a 
discussion question (see the schedule for details). 

Argument analysis papers. Topics will be handed out (3-4 pages, due 09/19, 10/19, and 11/28). You will 
write a review of someone else’s paper after the first argument analysis paper.  

Art discussion paper. Pick an art work of your choice and discuss it in light of one of the theories we 
covered in the last unit of the class (anything under the title ART AND MORALITY). I will provide an 
example in one of our class meetings (3-4 pages, due 12/15). 

Verbal participation is an important part of the class. For your participation grade I will take into 
account how often you contribute. But I will also attend to what your comments show about your work 
with the texts and to how your contributions advance the discussion. Participation on the Moodle 
discussion board and raising points with me in office hours also count towards participation. I will 
provide mid-term feedback about your participation grade. 
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Late paper policy. For every class day (Mo-Fr) that a paper is late a third of a letter grade will be 
deducted. 

Academic Integrity requires that work presented must be wholly one’s own and unique to that course. 
All direct quotations must be identified by source. Academic integrity can be violated in many ways: for 
example, by submitting someone else’s paper as one’s own; cheating on an exam; submitting one paper 
to more than one class; copying a computer program; altering data in an experiment; or quoting 
published material without proper citation of references or sources. Attempts to alter an official 
academic record will also be treated as violations of academic integrity. 

Evaluation 

Argument analysis papers and art discussion paper  20% each 

Participation      20% 

Credit hours at Clark 

Effort and commitment during your college career are measured in credit units and credit hours. The 
way these are calculated is complex and has mainly institutional reasons. At many colleges one credit 
unit is equivalent to three credit hours. And one credit hour is equivalent to one hour in-class time and 
two hours preparing outside of class. That means you are working about nine hours per week on a class 
that is worth one credit unit. Clark adopts a slightly different system to emphasize self-directed study, 
taking work outside the class room etc. One credit unit at Clark is equivalent to four (instead of three) 
credit hours. That means you will be working an additional three ours per week and credit unit: you 
will on average be spending twelve instead of nine hours per week on a one-credit-unit class. Since 
classes run for about fifteen weeks that adds up to 180 hours of total work for one class with one credit 
unit at Clark. The way you will be spending this time in PHIL 256 is roughly as follows. 

You will do a careful reading of the text before the session for which it is assigned on the schedule. 
While working through the theories and arguments, formulate questions and reactions you have and 
bring them to class. You will also prepare a presentation. Generally you should expect that for every 
hour in class you spend roughly two additional hours preparing: (3 hours of meeting time + 6 hours of 
prep time) x 15 weeks = 135 hours. 

You will put in additional time before papers are due. Expect to hunker down for at least 8 hours each 
for each of the papers: 135 hours + 32 hours of work on your papers = 167 hours. 

This leaves us with 13 hours. Philosophy is about argument and discussion! I hope that you spend a fair 
bit of time discussing the material in a less official setting outside of class. We will have a few meetings 
outside of class. But discussion can also be in office hours, while studying with others, or over coffee/
dinner. Plan to spend another 13 hours or so in dialog: 167 hours + 13 hours of philosophical socializing 
= 180 hours. 

Students with Disabilities 

Clark University is committed to providing students with documented disabilities equal access to all 
university programs and facilities. If you have or think you have a disability and require academic 
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accommodations, you must register with Student Accessibility Services (SAS), which is located in room 
430 on the fourth floor of the Goddard Library.  If you have questions about the process, please contact 
The Director of Accessibility Services, Emily Tarconish, at etarconish@clarku.edu or (508)798-4368.  If 
you are registered with SAS, and qualify for accommodations that you would like to utilize in this 
course, please request those accommodations through SAS in a timely manner. 

Schedule 

MORALITY 

Monday, 08/29 
Introduction 

Wednesday, 08/31 
Rachels: “The Challenge of Cultural Relativism” 
*topics for paper 1 handed out* 

*Labor Day on Monday* 

Wednesday, 09/07  
Mill: Utilitarianism, Chapter 2 
*W reading questions* 

Monday, 09/12 
Singer: “Famine, Affluence, and Morality” 
*M reading questions* 

Wednesday, 09/14 
Kant: Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals, Section I 
*W reading questions* 

Monday, 09/19 
Thomson: “In Defense of Abortion” 
*paper 1 due in class* 

Wednesday, 09/21 
Aristotle: Nicomachean Ethics, Book 1 
*W reading questions* 

Monday, 09/26 
Anscombe: “Modern Moral Philosophy” 
AND 
Stocker: “The Schizophrenia of Modern Ethical Theories” 
*M reading questions* 

Wednesday, 09/28 
Ayer: “Critique of Ethics and Theology”, from Language, Truth and Logic 
*review of paper 1 due in class* 
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ART 

Monday, 10/03 
Plato: Symposium [excerpts] 
*M reading questions* 

Wednesday, 10/05 
Hume: “Of the Standard of Taste” 
*topics for paper 2 handed out* 
*W reading questions* 

*Fall Break* 

Wednesday, 10/12 
Kant: Critique of the Power of Judgment [excerpts] 
*W reading questions* 

Monday, 10/17 
Bullough: “Psychical Distance as a Factor in Art and an Aesthetic Principle” 
*M reading questions* 

Wednesday, 10/19 
Tolstoy: “What is Art?” [excerpts] 
*paper 2 due in class* 

Monday, 10/24 
Dickie: “The Myth of the Aesthetic Attitude” 
*M reading questions* 

Wednesday, 10/26 
Danto: “The Artworld” 
*W reading questions* 

ART AND MORALITY 

Monday, 10/31 
Plato: The Republic, Book X [excerpts] 
*M reading questions* 

Wednesday, 11/02 
Nehamas: “Plato and the Mass Media” 
*topics for paper 3 handed out 
*W reading questions* 

Monday, 11/07 
Aristotle: Poetics [excerpts] 
*M reading questions* 

 4



Wiebke Deimling

Wednesday, 11/09 
Schaper: “Aristotle’s Catharsis and Aesthetic Pleasure” 
*W reading questions* 

*no class Monday, 11/14 & Wednesday 11/16 (WD at ASA meeting)* 

Monday, 11/21 
Gaut: “The Ethical Criticism of Art” 
*M reading questions* 

*Thanksgiving Break* 

Monday, 11/28 
Carroll: “Moderate Moralism” 
*paper 3 due in class* 

Wednesday, 11/30 
Dickie: “The Triumph in Triumph of the Will” 
*W reading questions* 

Monday, 12/05 
Devereaux: “Beauty and Evil” 
*M reading questions* 

Wednesday, 12/07 
Kieran: “Forbidden Knowledge, The Challenge of Immoralism” 
*W reading questions* 

Monday, 12/12 
Eaton: “Robust Immoralism” and Final Discussion 
*M reading questions* 

*art discussion paper due on 12/15* 

The instructor reserves the right to make changes to any information contained in this syllabus at any 
time during the semester. Changes will be announced, and an updated version of the syllabus will be 
posted on Moodle and/or distributed to students.
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