
           Wiebke Deimling

PHIL 169 Aesthetics       Clark University Fall 2017 

This class introduces philosophical theories of art, beauty and aesthetic value. Questions discussed will 
include the following: What makes something beautiful or otherwise aesthetically valuable? What makes 
something a work of art? What makes an artwork subversive? Can an immoral artwork be aesthetically 
valuable? What role do emotions play in our experience of art? Is there good art and bad art? – and if so, 
how do we distinguish them? We will draw on both historical sources (from Ancient Greece to the Modern 
Period) and contemporary texts. In discussing different theories we will continuously apply them to 
particular examples from the different arts such as painting, literature, film and music. I encourage you to 
bring in your own examples.  

Logistics 

Meetings: Mondays and Wednesdays noon-1:15 PM in Jonas Clark Hall Room 106; begin: Monday, 08/28; 
end: Monday, 12/11.  

My email: wdeimling@clarku.edu 

Skype: wiebke.deimling@gmail.com; Skype is a good way to meet with me when I am not on campus; 
please email me to set an appointment. 

Office hours: Mondays 4-5PM, Wednesdays 4:15-5:15PM, and by appointment.  

Readings: Aesthetics – A Comprehensive Anthology. Ed. Steven M. Cahn and Aaron Meskin, Malden MA: 
Blackwell, 2008. The book is available at the Clark online Bookstore. The remainder of the readings will be 
posted on Moodle. If not otherwise marked on the schedule, the readings are in Aesthetics – A Comprehensive 
Anthology. 

Assignments and Evaluation  

Argument analysis papers: these address philosophical arguments on different topics and at different 
levels of engagement. Topics will be handed out (due via email by the end of the day on 09/20, 10/25 and 
11/20). 

Art criticism paper: evaluate an artwork of your choosing in light of one of the theories discussed in class 
and in the readings. You may show in what ways the work is illuminated by the theory and/or in what 
ways the theory fails to illuminate the work (due by the end of the day on 12/15 between 1800 and 2000 
words). 

Late paper policy: for every class day (Mo-Fr) that a paper is late a third of a letter grade will be deducted. If 
you cannot meet a deadline because you are observing a religious holiday or because of a documented 
illness, medical emergency, or family emergency, please get in touch with me (if at all possible before the 
deadline).  

Academic integrity: requires that work presented must be wholly one’s own and unique to that course. All 
direct quotations must be identified by source. Academic integrity can be violated in many ways: for 
example, by submitting someone else’s paper as one’s own; cheating on an exam; submitting one paper to 
more than one class; copying a computer program; altering data in an experiment; or quoting published 
material without proper citation of references or sources. Attempts to alter an official academic record will 
also be treated as violations of academic integrity. 

Attendance: is a required part of the class. To pass the class you should have no more than 5 unexcused 
absences.  

 1

mailto:wdeimling@clarku.edu
mailto:wiebke.deimling@gmail.com


           Wiebke Deimling

Your grade will be based on: 
Participation          10% 
Argument analysis papers       18%  each (three total) 
Art analysis paper        36% 

Credit hours at Clark 

Effort and commitment during your college career are measured in credit units and credit hours. The way 
these are calculated is complex and has mainly institutional reasons. At many colleges one credit unit is 
equivalent to three credit hours. And one credit hour is equivalent to one hour in-class time and two hours 
preparing outside of class. That means you are working about nine hours per week on a class that is worth 
one credit unit. Clark adopts a slightly different system to emphasize self-directed study, taking work 
outside the class room etc. One credit unit at Clark is equivalent to four (instead of three) credit hours. 
That means you will be working an additional three ours per week and credit unit: you will on average be 
spending twelve instead of nine hours per week on a one-credit-unit class. Since classes run for about 
fifteen weeks that adds up to 180 hours of total work for one class with one credit unit at Clark. The way 
you will be spending this time in PHIL 169 is roughly as follows. 

You will do a careful reading of the text before the session for which it is assigned on the schedule. While 
working through the theories and arguments, you should formulate questions and reactions you have and 
bring them to class. Generally you should expect that for every hour in class you spend roughly two 
additional hours preparing: (3 hours of meeting time + 6 hours of prep time) x 15 weeks = 135 hours. 

You will put in additional time before papers are due. Expect to hunker down for about 30 hours for work 
on your papers = 165 hours. 

Finally, philosophy is about argument and discussion! I hope that you spend a fair bit of time discussing 
the material in a less official setting outside of class. We will have a few meetings outside of class e.g. to 
see a film and maybe to go to the art museum. But discussion can also be in office hours, while studying 
with others, or over coffee/dinner. Plan to spend another 15 hours or so in dialog: 165 hours + 15 hours of 
philosophical socializing = 180 hours.  

Students with Disabilities 

Clark University is committed to providing students with documented disabilities equal access to all 
university programs and facilities. If you have or think you have a disability and require academic 
accommodations, you must register with Student Accessibility Services (SAS), which is located in room 
430 on the fourth floor of the Goddard Library.  If you have questions about the process, please contact The 
Director of Accessibility Services, Emily Tarconish, at etarconish@clarku.edu or (508)798-4368.  If you are 
registered with SAS, and qualify for accommodations that you would like to utilize in this course, please 
request those accommodations through SAS in a timely manner. 

Short Disclaimer: The instructor reserves the right to make changes to any information contained in this 
syllabus at any time during the semester. Changes will be announced, and an updated version of the 
syllabus will be posted on Moodle and/or distributed to students. 
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Schedule 

Monday, 08/28 
Introduction 

Wednesday, 08/30 
Non-philosophers’ perspectives on art: Tolstoy: “What is Art?” [excerpt], Cage: “Experimental Music” and 
Burnham: “If You Don’t Stop, You Don’t See Anything”, [all on Moodle] 

*Labor Day* 

Unit 1: What makes something beautiful or otherwise aesthetically valuable? 

Wednesday, 09/06 
Plato: Symposium [excerpts] 

Monday, 09/11 
Du Bos: Critical Reflections on Poetry, Painting and Music [excerpts, on Moodle] 

Wednesday, 09/13 
Hutcheson: An Inquiry into the Original of Our Ideas of Beauty and Virtue [excerpts] 

Monday, 09/18 
Kant: Critique of the Power of Judgment [excerpts] 

Wednesday, 09/20  
Kant continued 
*paper 1 due by the end of the day* 

Monday, 09/25 
Schopenhauer: The World as Will and Representation [excerpts] 

Wednesday, 09/27 
Bullough: “Psychical Distance as a Factor in Art and an Aesthetic Principle” 

Monday, 10/02 
Dickie: “The Myth of the Aesthetic Attitude” 

Unit 2: What is art? 

Wednesday, 10/04 
Danto: “The Artworld” 

*fall break* 

Wednesday, 10/11 
Carroll: “Identifying Art” 

Unit 3: How does aesthetic value relate to moral value? 

Monday, 10/16 
Plato: The Republic [excerpts] 
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Wednesday, 10/18 
Nehamas: “Plato and the Mass Media” [on Moodle] 

Monday, 10/23 
Gaut: “The Ethical Criticism of Art” 

Wednesday, 10/25 
Carroll: “Moderate Moralism” [on Moodle] 
*paper 2 due by the end of the day* 

Monday, 10/30 
screening of Forbidden Films 

Wednesday, 11/01 
Dickie: “The Triumph in Triumph of the Will” [on Moodle] 

Monday, 11/06 
Devereaux: “Oppressive Texts, Resisting Readers, and the Gendered Spectator” 

Wednesday, 11/08 
Kieran: “Forbidden Knowledge, The Challenge of Immoralism” [on Moodle] 

Unit 4: What role do emotions play in our experience of art? 

Monday, 11/13 
Aristotle: Poetics [excerpts] 

*no class on 11/15 (Wiebke at conference)* 

Monday, 11/20 
Hume: “Of Tragedy” [on Moodle] 
*paper 3 due by the end of the day* 

*Thanksgiving break* 

Monday, 11/27 
Feagin: “The Pleasures of Tragedy” [on Moodle] 

Wednesday, 11/29 
Walton: “Fearing Fictions” 

Unit 5: How do we appraise art?  

Monday, 12/04 
Babbitt: “Who cares if you listen?” [on Moodle] 

Wednesday, 12/06 
Hume: “Of the Standard of Taste” 

Monday, 12/11 
OPEN 

*final paper due by the end of the day on December 15th* 
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